General Robert E. Lee flanked by his son, Custis (left), and the
author, Walter Herron Taylor (right), in a photograph taken by
Mathew Brady a week after Appomattox.
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CHAPTER VIII

THE SEVEN DAYS BATTLES AT RICHMOND

MECHANICSVILLE

HE time for the commencement of the movement
had been determined after a careful consideration
of the time necessary to enable General Jackson’s

command to get into position, and no miscarriage was
looked for in this direction. Thursday, the 26th, ar-
rived, and General A. P. Hill, who was to open the bat-
tle, had everything in readiness, and only awaited the
arrival of General Jackson. General McClellan, with
two thirds of his army on the south side of the Chicka-
hominy, was confronted by but twenty-five thousand
Confederates. Unless attacked, he might assail this
force and attempt to capture Richmond. Indecision on
the part of the Confederates under these conditions
would have invited disaster. After waiting until three
o’clock in the afternoon, without any sign of Jackson’s
troops, and presuming that by the time he crossed
the Chickahominy and got into position General Jack-
son would connect with his left, General A. P. Hill
crossed over Meadow Bridge with his division. He
drove the enemy out of Mechanicsville and was soon in
front of the strongly fortified position along Beaver
Dam Creek, constituting the right of the Federal line
and held by the command of Gieneral Fitz John Porter.
General A. P. Hill promptly deployed his troops and
made dispositions to assault that line. In addition to
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h;s ](;WII; d1v'1s30n,'h<.3 was reinforced by Ripley’s brigade
o . H. H11.1.s division. He had every reason t 1

upon the codperation of General Jackson x:vh a5 to
a.ttack the enemy’s right flank and rear l;ut ;swa’f .
i;irénii gﬁihzzppfoa%lghof 1Jackson’s trool;s. Wha};ehgg

m? this unex

were anxious moments}‘;o Hill aszﬂiczfl(.i dCe})?gn? lglli'ose
chief ordnance officer of Jackson’s Gommande in (;1111;

book ‘““The Army of N ST
this delay - y orthern Virginia,” thus explains

Jackson, who was to have pass 5
camp in the vicinity of the Virg?zzz.{l()jc}l‘?}tlj:lm}%Zirirs-l 1(‘13 zo‘th -
able to regch Ashland on that day. . . . The ‘110;1“"‘{5 ?ulg
EZI:};VaOf Jackson to Ashland had consumed half a §a.y (;Il(z)ere
than ds f*{pected 1le h'ad coqsequently reached the Central

oad, his arrival at which point was to be the signal f
movement of the other divisions, five or six hours lagjce(- " th’e
:r;arch altl d?yi) th;)ugh vigorously pressed, had been im,nge(}d hgz

me extent by the enemy’s scouti i
tl}e unknown character zf the cosllftrlyo:rvt\:flsi,cl?1\1\1*:1:;”]lmore y
him. IIe had therefore not reached Beaver Dam l(}rv{:}k i?f:irntx:

to dislodge, or in conj i i i
v diso onjunction with A. P. Iill to overwhelm,

. It was a remarkable fact that in all these move
of the Seven Days’ Battles around Richmond th ménts
federates were operating to the greatest disadve oo
because of their ignorance of the country and thaniage
o.f accurate maps showing its topography and thg lc?ch
?on of tl'le roads. - One would have supposed that in tl?-
ime which had elapsed since the commencement of .
war accurate surveys and maps would have bee e
of the country for miles around the city of Ric}rl1 iy
and of every approach to that city likely to ?Ond’
tempted by the enemy; but neither generals nor é o
of the staff had any such information, and, as a rt(ile c’fl::
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country people who were relied on as guides seemed to
have no knowledge of such matters beyond the imme-
diate vicinity of their homes.

Hill's troops advanced in gallant style until they
reached Beaver Dam Creek, which was practically im-
passable in the face of a determined foe. Several at-
tempts were made to reach the Federal line, but as
there was no simultancous attack upon its flank and
rear, they were repulsed with heavy loss. The firing
continued until about 9 p.m., when the engagement
ceased.

General Lee ordered the battle to be renewed at dawn
on the 27th, when Jackson, whose command was now
up, would be in position to cooporate and to carry out
the original plan of attack. ? This, however, would
be attended with very différent conditions. General
McClellan was now fully aware of the purpose of Gen-
eral Lee, and had time to strengthen and reinforce the
threatened ﬁank.“" The spirvited advance made by the
troops of A. P. Hill and the approach of Jackson, now
fully disclosed, made it evident to the Federal comman-
der that, although a strong line for defense against
direct attack, the position along Beaver Dam Creek
would be untenable when turned by Jackson; so during
the night the Federals retired from that line and took
up their second line, extending from the Chickahominy
along Powhite Creek, by Gaines’s Mill to Cold Harbor—
naturally a strong line, and greatly strengthened by the
erection of breastworks and the construction of abatis.

GAINES’S MILL AND COLD HARBOR

"~ . On the morning of the 27th the attack was renewed
as originally contemplated in General Lee’s order of
battle. A. P. Hill’s division was in the center; Long-
sireet’s division was in reserve, in the rear and to the
right of A. P. Hill; and the commands of D. . Hill

i
i
i
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and Jackson were on the left. Again the troops of
A. P. Hill were the first to become engaged. The fight-
ing soon became fast and furious. Hill seemed to be
contending alone against the whole Federal right wing,
as Jackson’s movements were again unaccountably
slow; and as no attack was being made on the enemy’s
right, he was enabled to concentrate in his resistance
to the agsault of A, P. Hill. " General Jackson, in his
report of the battle, thus explains his attitude at that
time:

Soon after General A. P. Hill became engaged, and being
unacquainted with the ground, and apprehensive, from what
appeared to me to be the respective positions of the Confederate
and Federal forces engaged, that if I then pressed forward our
troops would be mistaken for the enemy and fired into, and hop-
ing that generals A. P. IIill and Longstreet would sson diive
the Federals toward me, 1 directed General D. H. IHill to wove
his division to the left of the road, so as to leave between him
and the woods on the right of the road an open space, across
which I hoped the enemy would be driven.

To aid General A. P. Hill in his endeavor to force the
lines of the enemy, General Lee directed General Long-
street to advance some of his brigades against the Fed-
eral left, with the hope that this would have the effect
of drawing off troops from the enemy’s right, prevent
any strengthening of the force in A. P. Hill’s frous, w Jl
by weakening the right of the Federal line affom o bt
ter opportunity to generals Jackson and D. H. Hill for
making a lodgment there. General Longstreet, in
speaking of the movement, says:

Three brigades were sent to open fire and threaten their left
from the forest edge, with orders not to cross the open. These
brigades engaged steadily, and puarts of them essayed fo pass the
field in front, as their blood grew hot, but were recalled, - with
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orders repeated to engage steadily, only threatening assault,
the army all the while engaged in efforts to find a point that
could be forced.

Meanwhile, General Jackson had discovered from the
direction and sound of the firing that General A. P. Hill
was having heavy work, and so he ordered a general
advance of his entire command, which commenced with
D. H. Hill upon the left, and extended to the right
through Ewell's, Jackson’s, and Whiting’s divisions in
the order named. In some way General Whiting with
his division, consisting of his own and General Hood’s
brigades, found his way to our right, and reporting to
General Longstreet, asked that he be put into battle.

General Lee now ordered a simultaneous advance of
his whole line. General Longstreet, who up to this
time had only threatened assault, now pushed his troops
forward, the two brigades of Whiting and Hood ad-
vancing with the brigades of Longstreet’s division.
These troops advanced with great impetuosity against
the Federal left; they assaulted the enemy’s position at
Gaines’s Mill with a determination and courage that
insured success. Forcing their way through abatis,
they scaled the heights, carrying several intrenched
lines, and finally driving the Federals in confusion
across the plateau in rear of the heights so stubbornly
defended and so gallantly captured.

Simultaneously with the advance of the brigades of
Longstreet’s division the whole Confederate line moved
forward. The troops of Jackson and D. H. Hill had then
gotten into position, and attacked the enemy’s right
flank and center with great impetuosity. The success of
Gieneral Longstreet’s division, supported by General
Whiting, in piercing the enemy’s lines, and the heavy
assault made by the troops of Jackson and D. H. Hill on
the right flank of the enemy, caused their whole line to
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give way, and the right wing of the Federal army re-
treated upon the main body, pursued by the successful
Confederates.

" No more creditable performance can be found in the

history of the Army of Northern Virginia than the cap-
ture of the Federal position near Gaines’s Mill by the
brigades of Longstreet’s and Whiting’s divisions, and
better soldiers never fought. 'There was some question
at the time as to what troops first pierced the Federal
lines, but General McClellan in his report says that the
Confederates ‘‘ threw fresh troops against General Por-
ter with their greatest fury, and finally gained the woods
held by our left. This reverse, aided by the confusion
that followed an unsuccessful charge by five companies
of the Fifth Cavalry, and followed as it was by more de-
termined assault on the remainder of our lines, now out-
flanked, caused a general retreat from our position to
the hill in rear, overlooking the bridge.” And General
Jackson in his report says: ‘“ The Fourth Texas, under
the lead of General Hood, was the first {o pierce these
strongholds and seize the guns.” This clearly proves
that the part of the Federal line that was the first to
give way was their left, where the brigades under Long-
street made their attack, and accords with my own im-
pressions formed at the time.

As in this battle the Confederates were acting on the
aggressive, assaulting intrenched lines, their losses were
very heavy. The losses on the Federal side were also
very heavy. This was especially noticeable where Hood’s
brigade made its assault. Inridingover the field at that
point. I recall that T had to exercise great care in guiding
my horse not to strike a dead or wounded Federal soldier.,

On the morning of the 28th, when the Confederate
skirmishers were advanced. it was ascertained that the
enemy had retired to the south side of the Chicka-
hominy, where McClellan’s whole army was then con-
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centrated. The York River Railroad, thg artgry by
which General McClellan’s army had I:ecelv_ed its sup-
plies, was seized by General Stuart with his cavalry,
and the Federal commander was forced to select a new
base of supplies. He had to choose b'etween the Penin-
sula and James River, and he determme'd to go to James
River, where he would have the protection of 'gunboats.

" General McClellan had conceived the most exagger-

ated ideas concerning the strength of General Lee’s army. |

1t is difficult to understand how he was so greatly (.1e-
ceived: he had, or should have had, pretty accurate in-
formation concerning the Confederate forces th'at had
been operating on the Peninsula; he had been in con-
tact with Johnston’s army at Williamsburg and at Seven
Pines; he knew General Johnston well enough to un-
derstand that he would not have retreated befqre him
had he not been outnumbered. He had under his com-
mand about one hundred and five thousand effective
men, excluding the troops at Fortress Monroe. ‘
Previous to the attack of General Lee almost dally
appeals were sent by General McClellaI} to th'e authori-
ties at Washington for reinforcements, in which he rep-
resented that he was greatly outnum'berefi, and, at the
same time, expressed again and again his purpose to
take aggressive action. On J une 2d he te'legraphe(-i to
Washington: “Our left is within four miles of' Rich-
mond. I only wait for the river to fall to cross with the
rest of the force and make a general attack. The morale
of my troops is now such that T can venture much. I
do not fear for odds against me.” Op June 7th he tele-
graphed: “I shall be in perfect readiness to move for-
ward to take Richmond the moment that McCall r'eache’s,
here and the ground will admit the passage of artillery.
On June 11th he reported: < McCall’s troops have com-
menced arriving at the White House. . . . Weather
good to-day. Give mea little good weather, and I shall
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have progress to report here.” On June 14th he said:
“Weather now very favorable. I shall advance as soon
as the bridges are completed and the ground fit for artil-
lery to move.” On June 18th: ““ After to-morrow we
shall fight the Rebel army as soon as Providence will
permit.” On June 25th he sent up a wail over his lack
of men: “The Rebel force is stated at two hundred
thousand, including Jackson and Beauregard. I shall
have to contend against vastly superior odds, if these
reports be true; but this army will do all in the power
of men to hold their position and repulse any attack. I
regret my great inferiority of numbers, but feel that I
amin no way responsible for it, as I have not failed to rep-
resent repeatedly the necessity of reinforcements. .
I'will do all that a general can do with the splendid army
I have the honor to command, and if it is destroyed by
overwhelming numbers, can at least die with it and
share its fate; but if the result of the action which will
probably occur to-morrow or within a short time is a
disaster, the responsibility cannot be thrown on my
shoulders. I feel there isno use in my again asking for
reinforcements.”

On June 2d General McClellan did not fear for the
odds against him. On June 25th he seemed to have
suffered from a dreadful nightmare, and to have been
in mortal terror of the innumerable hosts about to over-
whelm him. He gave too great credence, no doubt, to
the reports of his secret-service corps. In a memoran-
dum of ““General Estimates of the Rebel Forces in Vir-
ginia” made by the secret-service men, and published
with his report, will be found the following:

One hundred and eighty thousand troops at Richmond prior
to reinforcements from Charleston. Rebel troops in the Seven
Days’ Battles, including Jackson’s whole force, estimated at two
hundred and twenty thousand to two hundred and sixty thousand.
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Now that the smoke of battle has cleared away and
time has permitted a winnowing of fancy from fact, the
"% truth stands revealed that the strength of (General Lee's
army in the Seven Days’ Battles was under eighty-one
thousand men. In the battles of Gaines’s Mill and Cold
Harbor the Confederates engaged numbered about fifty
thousand, and the Federals opposing them numbered
about thirty-five thousand; but it should be borne in
mind that these latter were acting on the defensive and
fighting behind fortifications. Later in the war there
was another encounter about this same spot, Cold Har-
bor; then the positions were reversed: General Lee was

on the defensive and General Grant made the assault. !

There has never been any question as to which side then
had the most men. The Confederates on the defensive
made impregnable the position they had captured in the
Seven Days’ Battles; the Federals, after heroic and most
courageous but vain efforts to capture the position they
had once lost, sullenly refused to move when again or-
dered forward to assault it.

The troops constituting the right wing of the Federal
army that were defeated at Gaines’s Mill and Cold Har-
bor, in their retreat had destroyed the bridges over the
Chickahominy in their rear; and it was not practicable
for the Confederates to reconstruct them in the presence
of the enemy, whose artillery completely commanded
the river and its banks. The army of General Mec-
Clellan held all the bridges on the lower Chickahominy,
and the way was open for it to retreat by way of the
Peninsula, or by a direct route to James River, as might
be deemed most advantageous. 1f the retreat should be
down the Peninsula, then General Lee would need his
troops, where the recently engaged force already was,
on the north side of the Chickahominy; it wasnecessary
to wait until the purpose of General McClellan was fully
discerned. General Lee, therefore, was inactive on the
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come engaged, and night put an end to a conflict without
dccisive results. (General Lee says in his report:

Late in the afternoon Magruder attacked the encmy with one
ol his divisions and two regiments of another. A severe action
cnsued and continued about two hours, when it was terminated
by might. The troops displayed great gallantry and inflicted
heavy loss upon the enemy, but, owing to the lateness of the hour
and the small force employed, the result was not decisive, and
the enemy continued his retreat under cover of darkness, leaving
several hundred prisoners, with his dead and wounded, in our
hands. But the time gained enabled the retreating column to

cross White Oak Swamp without interruption and destroy the
bridge.

FRAZIER'S FARM

General Jackson reached Savage Station on the 30th.
He was directed to continue the pursuit. In his advance
he captured so many prisoners and small arms that he
was compelled to detach two regiments to guard them.
His advance was checked at White Oak Swamp: the
bridge had been destroyed. The enemy occupied the
opposite side of the swamp and so commanded the banks
as to prevent the rebuilding of the bridge. Generals
Longstreet and A. P. Hill continued their advance and in
the afternoon came upon the enemy at Frazier's Farm.
From the position occupied by General Huger on the
right, his coéperation was looked for on that flank,
Having no knowledge of the cause of General Jackson’s
delay, his cobperation was looked for on the left.

Meanwhile, General Holmes, who with a part of his
division had crossed from the south side of James River
on the 29th, had moved down the river road, and on
the 30th encountered the retreating army near Malvern
Hill. He opened upon the enemy with artillery, but
soon discovered that the batteries opposed to him greatly
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outnumbered his own, and also that the fire of the gun-
boats from James River guarded this part of their line.
General Magruder was ordered to support General
Holmes, but, being at a greater distance than had been
supposed, he did not reach the position of the latter in
time to assist in an attack.

General Huger reported that his progress was ob-
structed; soon, however, firing was heard on theright of
Longstreet, which was supposed to be by the troops of
General Huger, and General Longstreet opened with
his artillery to give notice of his presence. This devel-
oped the fact that the enemy was present in great force,
and an engagement was brought on at once, although
is was not designed that this should be until the troops
of General Huger were in position to attack.

General Longstreet threw troops forward as rapidly
as possible to the support of the attacking columns.
Again, however, owing to the nature of the ground, the
desired codperation of commands failed. Only the divi-
sions of Longstreet and A. P. Hill were engaged. The
enemy was in position and numerically exceeded the
attacking columns. General Longstreet says in his re-
port: *The enemy, however, was driven back slowly
and steadily. Contesting the ground inch by inch, he
succeeded in getting some of his batteries off the field,
and, by holding his last position until dark, in with-
drawing his forces under cover of the night.” General
Jackson was delayed by the difficulties attending his
offort to force the passage of ‘White Oak Swamp. Gen-
eral Lee, in his report, said: «The battle raged furiously
antil 9 .M. By that time the enemy had been driven
with great slaughter from every position but one, which
he maintained until he was enabled to withdraw under

cover of darkness.”

Major-general McCall was taken a prisoner in this
battle. To illustrate the character of the fighting on

L RS R R

MALVERN HILL e

both sides, as seen b i
. R y him, the f i i
given from his official report: cliowing. extract s

1 EOO};I ztttfter éhis & most determined charge was made on Ran
dol’s battery by a full brigade advancing i } th-
' ade advs g 1n wedge shape, witl
out order, but in perfecbt reck : P il
ecklessness.  Somewhat simi
. . ss. ® similar
;,ha.,rges ha'd been Prewously made on Cooper’s and Kern’s lbl";l
l,erfles by single regiments without success, they havine recoilte(i
V)elore the §t91‘m of canister hurled against them. Z like re
s ttwas anticipated in Randol’s battery, and the Fourth ReO‘i‘
ment was requested not to fire nntil t! th
1e battery had do
:ilem, Its gallant commander did not doubt his ability ?oe ol
1, 1etattack, .zmd his guns did indeed mow down the z;d\*
lll(:rsl :cbltl}tl still the gaps were closed and the enemy came in on a
‘un to the very muzzle of his guns. Tt w ( ‘
lo of . as a perfect torrent
::s:,dand éhf}y were in his battery before the guns could b; rzf
ed, and the enemy, rushing past, drov / i
: ' , ast, drove the greater part
the Fourth Regiment before them. T had l‘id(]CIT into tl?e reg?f

ment and endeavored to check
ecl ; .
coss, t them, but with only partial

repel
aneing

It w : i cost
as here my fortune to witness one of the fiercest

b ’

’){;y.onet fights that perhaps ever occurred on this confinent
.)onket wounds, mortal or slight, were given and received I
8 :

w skulls crushed by the butts of muskets, and every effort

made by either party in this lif
7 e-or-deat! uggle, provi i
deed that here Greek had met Greek. ' stnegle, proving in-

MALVERN HILI,

Fr(i;ail(lae{'alFJacksonl reached the scene of the battle at

rs Harm early on July 1st, and w

' ' , ras order

;(C)lntlnu‘e the pursuit by the Willis Church roadledHti:

leancmg column was soon fired upon by the eilem

M;i)vréigeg}ffles}? continued to fall back until he 1'eachg(i
1ll, where he was found in force

. . 3, most advan-

tageously placed, with a large number of batteri‘e; d;n

the crest of the hill, su
. , supported b :
partially protected by earthworks,y masses of infantry




78 GENERAL LEE

A great part of the day was consumed in reconnoiter-
ing the position of the enemy and in getting the differ-
ent commands in position for attack. The position of
the Federals on Malvern Hill was indeed formidable; it
could hardly have been stronger. In its entire front the
ground was open for some distance, and every approach
was commanded by the numerous guns that poured
from its crest. To reach this position the Confederates
had to advance through a broken country, traversed
throughout its whole extent by a swamp that very
greatly interfered with the movements of the troops.
It was late in the day before any advance was made.
Jackson was on the left, with the divisions of Whiting
and D. H. Hill and one of the brigades of Ewell’s divi-
sion in front, Jackson’s own division and the balance
of Ewell’s being in reserve. Two brigades of Huger’s
division were on Jackson’s right, and Magruder’s divi-
sion and one of Huger’s brigades constituted the right
of the line. Orders were issued for a general advance
at a signal to be given, but, as General Lee says in his
report, concert of action by the troops was prevented by
the causes referred to. General D. H. Hill was the
first to become engaged. His troops advanced gallantly
and drove back the first line of the enemy, but the fire
from the Federal batteries was terrific, and he was
forced to relinquish most of the ground he had gained,
after suffering heavily and inflicting great loss upon
the enemy. General Hill complained bitterly of the
failure of the other divisions to support him. He says

in his report:

The front line of the enemy was twice broken and in full re-
treat when fresh troops came up to its support. At such criti-
cal juncture the general advance of the division on my right
and left must have been decisive. Some half an hour after my
division had ceased to struggle against odds of more than ten to
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one al‘ld had fallen back, McLaws’s division advanced, but to shure
a similar fate, ,

On the right the divisions of Huger and Magruder
:Ltt?,cked in the same gallant style, but with thg same
ultimate result. Some of the brigades advanced brével
across the open field and attempted to carry the hill by
assault, driving back the infantry and compelling th)er
mqst advanced batteries to retire to escape capture; but
owing to alack of coperation among the assaultingj col-
umns, the enemy was enabled to concentrate and so to
strengthen the threatened part of their line With rein-
forgements as to compel the Confederates to yield the
pc.)smlons gained. The fighting continued late into the
night, but all efforts to pierce the enemy’s line failed
The Federals retired during the night, leaving theil.'
dead unburied and their wounded as they fell. The
abandoned three pieces of artillery and thousands o};
small arms. As expressed by General D. H. Hill
““Nome of their previous retreats exhibited such umnisi
takable signs of rout and demoralization. The Whe@t—
ﬁelc'is‘ about Shirley were all trampled down by :che
fugitives, too impatient to follow the road. Arms, accou-
terments, knapsacks, and overcoats were strewp’ on the
roadside and in the ficld.” )

The cavalry under General Stuart that had seized the
York River Railroad on June 28th had proceeded, under
the orders of the commanding general, down thz’zt rail-
road, to ascertain if there was any movement of the
enemy in that direction. General Stuart reached the
vicinity o.f the White House on June 29th without seri-
ous opposition. At his approach the enemy destroyed an
immense quantity of stores accumulated at that point
and retreated toward Fort Monroe. General Stuar”c
then proceeded with the main portion of the cavalry, in
compliance with his orders, to guard the lower brid,ges
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of the Chickahominy. On the 30th of June he was
directed to recross the river and to move to codperate
with General Jackson, and reached the scene of opera-
tions, at Malvern Hill, at the close of the engagement
at 9 p.M. on July 1st.

On the morning of July 2d it was discovered that
the’ enemy had retired during the night, leaving his
dead and wounded on the field, and other unmistakable
evidence of demoralization and haste. Pursuit was or-
dered immediately. The cavalry under Gteneral Stuart
being in advance, General Stuart put his column in
motion for Haxall’s, hoping to intercept the enemy
there. His advance soon reached the river road in rear
of Turkey Creek, where many prisoners were captured,
and a small body of his men reached the vicinity of
Haxall’s and became satisfied that the enemy was not
there. He then endeavored to gain the fork of the
roads near Shirley, but found that position well de-
fended by the enemy’s infantry, but, from what was
learned from the prisoners captured, it was evident that
the retreating army had gone below that point. Mean-
while, a part of his force was engaged in harassing the
enemy's rear, and in collecting prisoners and small
arms abandoned by the retreating Federals. That
night a squadron of cavalry with a howitzer, under
Captain Pelham, was sent toward Westover, with or-
ders to reach the immediate vicinity of the river road
below, so as to shell it, if the enemy attempted to retreat
that night.

During the night Captain Pelham reported to General
Stuart that the enemy had taken position between Shir-
ley and Westover, and indicated the advantage to be
gained by -occupying Evelington Heights, a plateau
from which the enemy’s camps could be completely
commanded.

In his report General Stuart says:
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I fo%md Evelington Heights casily gained. A squadron in
possession vacated without much hesitation, retreating up the
rn:u?, the only route by which it could reach Westover zwigd t
the impassability of Herring’s Creek helow Roland’s \[’ill CO 1 ;
_nul Martin was sent around farther to the left zmzl tl“'le hO .
ttzer brought into action in the river road, to’ fire upon 2;:_
enemy’s camp.  Judging from the great commotion am’lpe\'citee
ment caused below, it must have had considerable effect ‘ W-
Koon had prisoners from various corps and divisions and. fro .
Lheir statem.ents, as well as those of citizens, I learno,d that t}?;
(_'nemy’s main body was there, but much reduced and demor‘ 1
ized. I kept the commanding general apprised of my mo\{'1 -
ments, and I soon learned from him that Longstreet and Jacli:
son were en route to my support. 1 held the ground from about
9 A.M. until 2 vy, when the enemy had contrived to got
battery in position on this side the creek. The fire h%)we\fme
was k.ept up until a body of infantry was found appro’achin i)r,
our right flank. T had no apprehension, however, as I feltiury
Longstreet was near-by; and although Pelham re}’)orted but twe
'1'0unds of ammunition left, I held out, knowing how importa :
%t was to hold the ground until Longstreet arrived. The e}nem I}
infantry advanced, and the battery kept up its fire. I just thy X
learned that Longstreet had taken the wrong road alfd was el:;
Nance’s Shop, six or seven miles off. Pelham ﬁ,red his hat
round, and 'the sharpshooters, strongly posted in the sk{rtcjf
;vto;)aitbto;dlirtlil;g the plateau, exhausted every cartridge, and had

i The progress of the infantry, meanwhi
greatly retarded by a heavy Zt-orm, and 111)? ?)?)(slt;)(?li?
placed in the roads by the retreating enemy.: Long-
street was further delayed by the necessity for counte%—
ma:rchlng his command, having been misled by his
gul('ie, and did not reach the point occupied by Stuart
until late in the afternoon of the 3d. Jackson, who
was following, reached the scene early on the mo7rning
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of the 4th, and drove in the pickets of the enemy. Gen-
eral Stuart then pointed out the position of the enemy,
now occupying, apparently in force, the plateau from
which he had shelled their camps the day before, and
suggested a route by which the plateau could Do
reached. Generals Longstreet and Jackson conferred
together concerning the advisability of attack, and de-
termined to await the arrival of General Lee.
< After having thoroughly examined the ground, Gen-
eral Lee concluded that the natural strength of tho
position occupied by McClellan’s army, and the protece-
tion further given it by the Federal gunboats, made it
unadvisable to attempt to carry it by assault, and the
men of his army were permitted to enjoy some days of
inactivity, that they might rest and recuperate. -

In the Report* of the Committee of Congress of the
United States on the Conduct of the War, it is said:

The retreat of the army from Malvern Hill to Harrison’s Bar

The troops, upon their arrival there, wort

was very precipitate.
sion, the entire army being enl

huddled together in great confn
lected within a space of about t
orders were given the first day f
commanded the position, nor were
able to resist an attack in force by the enemy;
heavy rain, thereby preventing the enemy from bringing up Ly
artillery, saved the army there from destruction. The enemy didd
succeed in bringing up some of their artillery, and threw nome
shells into the camp, before any preparations for defenso hwd

been made.
gion of by our troops,

then, and not until then, was our army secure in that position,

General Casey testified before the same commitlon af

follows:

* Report of the Committee on the Conduct of the War, Part I, page W1,

hree miles along the river. Nu |
or occupying the heights which 4
the troops so placed as to b 3
and nothing butuw 3

On the 3d of July the heights were taken ponsvie §
and works of defense commenced, nnd 3
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" .
"ms::(zl etr;)elzlglrl had come (.10wn with some artillery upon our army
el gether on the river, the heights commanding the posi-

".“d ?:kegell)ng In our fpoissession. Had the enemy come dI;wn

' ossession of those heights with a force of

{hirty thousand men, they would, in my opinion have toenche
' ] h

:‘lll‘:jle oi of;r army, except that small }}I)oftion o% iivfht;tkili;}iz

“l“. ' ﬁz 0 3111 vthe transports. I felt very much alarmed for

! | y until we had got possession of those heights and forti-
ol them.  After that it was a strong position.

y l\h.e firing of the little howitzer was a mistake
.V(,.ry eﬁ'ort'should have been made to hasten thf;
:::jt.:(r,]};h(;fethe 11nfa,ntry and the field-artillery; and in the

a only a squadron or two of ¢ ’1
purpose of observation should h piod T i
) : ave occupied Eveling-
'l”nu_l,i)elghts. General Stuart retired from the heigh%s
lu,“,:(h.{ﬁ.,eand‘ someT(l)lf Liongstreet’s divisions came up

4ot vening. ¢ testimony is abund
o bh ‘ ant to
:In | fa,d:, thatfr}lé) attempt was made by the enemy top’:glzg
wnsession of Evelington Heights until ir o
Sl after the

:uul -lm(,n fired upon by the horse-artillery. Onll; ia%r:vs
‘mm s more and the infantry, with field-batteries, would
Nvo I>een. up, and would have made sure of the ;)Iateau
;nlllln:l,ndl.ng the position held by the enemy. This
mwaover, is rathe.r a narrative of facts than a iament,'
mn: tha read-er will be left to draw his own inferen(*eé
a|m« mak? his own conjectures of what might h'L)ve
a:mn, La'klng the cue from the testimony ofOG* i :
ey given above. enerad
\ﬁl[lh“-“v)treat .of General McClellan’s army to Malvern

was admirably conducted. - There appears to have

Flgwu mns.iderable demoralization after that

| In considering the causes that contribute.d to prevent

# more complete victory to the army under GeneII') 1 Len
aftor all that has been said, we cannot emphas?ze 13606(;

#hionply the fact that more was not accomplished be-
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./ cause of the character and personality of the men be-

" hind the guns on the Federal side. The army under
General McClellan was made up largely of the flower
of the manhood of the Northern and Eastern States, and
his lieutenants were men and soldiers of a very high
type. The system of bounties and substitutes that sub-
sequently prevailed in the recruiting of the ranks of the
Tederals had not then begun to operate, and under the
generally acknowledged and remarkable administrative
powers of General McClellan his army had been raised
to the highest degree of efficiency. Nothing less than

"’ an army of the finest material, most excellently officered,

could have so well resisted the terrible blows delivered
by the Confederates under General Lee. -
General Lee in his report says:

Under ordinary circumstances, the Federal army should have
been destroyed. Its escape was due to the causes already stated.
Prominent among these is the want of correct and timely infor-
mation. This fact, attributable chiefly to the character of the
country, enabled General McClellan skilfully to conceal his re-
treat, and to add much to the obstructions with which nature
had beset the way of our pursuing colummns; but regret that
more was not accomplished gives way to gratitude to the Sov-
ereign Ruler of the universe for the results achieved. The
giege of Richmond was raised, and the object of a campaign,
which had been prosecuted after months of preparation at an
enormous expenditure of men and money, completely frustrated.
More than ten thousand prisoners, including officers of rank,
fifty-two pieces of artillery, and upward of thirty-five thousand
stands of small arms were captured. The stores and supplies of
every description which fell into our hands were great in amount
and volume, but small in comparison with those destroyed by
the enemy.

CHAPTER IX

GENERAL LEE MANEUVERS TO DRAW GENERAL MCCLELLAN
AWAY FROM RICHMOND

" I'MHE army under General McClellan had been defeated;ﬂ

b}lt it was still a formidable force.!| In his tes-

timony before the Committee on the Conduct of
tk}e War, the Federal commander gave the strength of
his army at Harrison’s Landing as between eighty-five
and ninety thousand men. The position occupied by it
coul(} n.ot be assailed with any promise of success. Its
proximity to the Confederate capital, its practically un-
assailfable position, its ability to cross the river without
opposﬂ;ion and move upon Richmond from the south
side, combined to make the situation one of profound
solicitude, and called for the exercise of prompt and
heroic measures on the part of the Confederate com-
mander.

Quietly to assume the defensive and thus afford Gen-
eral McClellan the time and opportunity that he desired
to recruit and strengthen his shattered divisions, and to
swell his army to its original strength by the addition
of heavy reinforcements, of which he had been positive-
ly assured by the Federal authorities, would be equiva-
lent to a surrender of all the advantages resulting to the
Confederates from their dearly bought victorie: in the
Seven Days’ Battles, and would again reduce the city of
Richmond to a state of siege.

It was necessary to devise some plan of campaign that




